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March 30-31, 2013 - SPECIAL REPORT. WMR ON THE ROAD IN LOUISIANA. Calaveras County Sheriff shows 
malevolence in 9/11 author death investigation 

A press release on the Calaveras Count y, California Sheriffs investi g ation of the g un shot deaths of 9/11 and Iran-contra 
author Philip Marshall and his two teena g e children , Alex and Macaila , was released at almost the very same hour on the 
same da y, March 29 , 2013 , that Phil Marshall's ashes were bein g committed to the waters of Lake Ponchartrain in 
Mandeville , Louisiana , his home town. 


There was little surprise among Marshall’s family and friends, some 40 of whom gathered on the north shore of Lake 
Pontchartrain to pay their last respects to Marshall, that the Sheriffs press release would reinforce earlier statements that 
Marshall, 54, killed his two children and the family dog before turning his registered 9 mm Glock on himself. 

Marshall’s family had asked the Calaveras Sheriff to hold off on issuing the release in deference to Marshall’s family until 
after his memorial service in Mandeville. The Sheriff decided to ignore those wishes. In fact, the investigation, by the 
official Sheriffs report on Marshall’s death’s own admission, is not yet complete. Marshall’s desk top and laptop computer, 
which contained files on his 9/11 investigation, his recollections of his days as a CIA contract pilot flying DEA/CIA 
informant Barry Seal around the United States and Latin America, and details of his forthcoming book on 9/11, are still be 
examined by the California High-Tech Task Force in Sacramento. In addition, DNA and ballistic testing on Marshall’s 
Glock is still being conducted by the California Department of Justice crime lab in Sacramento. Therefore, the investigation 
is far from complete but regardless, the Sheriffs Department decided to issue their press release on the sane day and at the 
same hour that Marshall’s memorial service was taking place in Louisiana. 

The press release contains a number of statements from Marshall’s estranged wife and her family. Professional law 
enforcement contacts told WMR that it is always problematic to accept as fact the statements of estranged family members. 
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Philip Marshall's memorial service was held in his home town of Mandeville, Louisiana at the Gazebo at Lake Front on 
March 29. Calaveras County Sheriff Gary Kuntza a Tea Party Republican, waited to the very hour of the service to release 
a less than complementary report of his findings on the deaths of Marshall and his two children. 

The report also concludes that the right-handed Marshall shot himself in the right side of his head. WMR previously spoke 
to the first person who found Marshall lying on his back in his home in the Forest Meadows gated community in Murphys, 
California. The eyewitness reported that the gun shot wound was to Marshall’s left temple. Curiously, the Sheriffs report 
omits earlier statements from the Calaveras County medical examiner that the exit wound was in the back of Marshall’s 
head. If Marshall were lying on his back, as claimed by both the witness and the Sheriffs press release, no exit wound at the 
back of the head could have been mistaken for an entry wound because it would not have been visible without turning over 
the body, which was not done by the witness. Therefore, two head wounds, one entrance and one exit — could not have been 
mixed up by the witness. Unless the witness could not tell the difference between the left and right sides of Marshall’s head, 
there is little chance that a wound to the left side of Marshall’s head could have been confused with a wound to the right 
side. 

The press release states that ’’all doors were found closed with some being left unlocked.” This, too, conflicts with witness 
statements. A side door to the Marshall home, that was rarely used and led to the basement and then to the living quarters, 
was seen ajar. The report also states that detectives ’’found items of value in plain view, including two computers, and it did 
not appear that the house or any of the furniture had been ransacked.” However, if intruders wanted information Marshall 
had on his computer, they would have used professional fast downloading devices to secure and possibly erase the contents 
of his computers’ hard drives. 

The Sheriffs report also highlights that Marshall was $67,000 in debt as of February 1, 2013, the day before his and his 
children’s bodies were discovered. A handwritten note with the comment ’’Kill Debt” was found in a spiral binder next to 
Marshall’s lap top computer. The Sheriffs report indicates that someone wanting to ’’kill” a $67,000 debt also killed his 
children, dog, and himself. 
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The press release also states that Marshall purchased Fiocchi brand 9 mm ammunition from Big 5 Sporting Goods store in 
Sonora on January 27, 2013, and that store video positively identified Marshall as the person who purchased the ammo. 
Detectives found the receipt for the ammo, for which he paid cash, inside Marshall’s car. Detectives found a 50-round box 
of Fiocchi ammunition outside a safe in the master bedroom. In the box were 43 unfired rounds. An unfired cartridge was 
found on the laundry room floor. One live round was found in the Glock’s chamber. Four rounds were said to have been 
used in the ’’murder-suicide.” That leaves one round unaccounted for and the press release makes no mention of the 50th 
round. A Big 5 Sporting Goods bag was found outside the safe. 

The press release states that ’’due to the low availability” of the Fiocchi ammunition Marshall purchased on January 27 for 
his Glock, for the purposes of law enforcement ballistics testing on melons that were to simulate human heads, the Fiocchi 
Ammunition Company donated a box of the same type of ammunition Marshall bought at Big 5 (92-grain EMB-Expansion 
Mono-Block). A second box of the same type of ammunition was procured by the Sheriff from the Big 5 Sporting Goods 
corporate office. Detectives did not use Marshall’s Glock Model 19 to conduct the tests but an identical model. The press 
release fails to state why Marshall was able to easily purchase a box of ammunition that was in such short supply it could 
only be obtained from corporate, not retail sources, 

As previously reported by WMR, Marshall told friends that he possessed a Glock but that it would not do him much good 
because he didn’t have ammunition for it. However, he also recently expressed to friends some apprehension about his 
safety because of what he was working on vis a vis his own investigation of 9/11. He told some friends that his upcoming 
fourth book would contain some shocking revelations. 

The press release also states that medical marijuana was found inside the safe with a note on the medical marijuana 
recommendation card that read ”Hi Sean!” Marshall’s estranged wife, who was in Turkey during the time of the deaths, had 
a previous conviction for illegal use of prescription plain killers. 

Separately, WMR learned from a Marshall family member that Marshall’s wife, Sean Marshall, nee, Sean Plummer, lent her 
iPhone to an unknown Turkish national the day before Marshall’s and his children’s death, assumed by the cessation of 
communications from the children to their high school friends to have been on the evening of January 31, 2013. 

Marshall was also in communication with other pilots who doubted the 9/11 official story, Conceivably, the identities of and 
contact information for those pilots as well as other sources, ranging from Iran-contra scandal principals to former members 
of Congress, are now known to California Department of Justice officials. WMR also learned that some federal law 
enforcement officials were irritated that Marshall was able to investigate on his own dime what years of investigation by the 
FBI and other agencies failed to turn up. Needless to say, Marshall tweaked the noses of high echelons of the U.S. 
government, however, that simple fact was lost on the Calaveras County Sheriff. WMR has learned that Marshall’s leads on 
investigating 9/11, if successful in developing a full story, would have placed the future presidential plans of former Florida 
Governor Jeb Bush in extreme jeopardy, a fact that right-wing Republican Sheriff Kuntz would have found dismaying. 

The toxicology report showed that Marshall’s 14-year old daughter Macaila had a 0.05 percent blood alcohol content and 
.32 mg/L of diphenhydramine, an over the counter antihistamine. Marshall’s 17-year old son Alex had a blood alcohol 
content of .03 percent. Phil Marshall’s blood sample contained .08 mg/L hydrocodone (a pain reliever for which he had a 
prescription for a bad knee, although the Sheriffs press release fails to state this fact) and .80 mg/L of hydroxybupropion, an 
anti-depressant. The sheriff also thought it relevant that a bottle of whiskey (report does not indicate whether it was open or 
unopened) and an open 12-pack of beer was found inside Marshall’s home. 

A sound test conducted by detectives concluded Marshall could have fired off four rounds without them being heard by 
neighbors, although there appears to be a discrepancy with regard to what one neighbor was able to hear during the sound 
tests. 

The Sheriffs press release states that an examination of Marshall’s medical records indicates that he was ’’grounded” and 
dismissed ”as a pilot” in September 2006 for ’’periods of depression and mania.” However, Marshall is said to have retired 
from United Airlines in 2003 before moving to Murphys from Santa Barbara, California. Marshall’s medical retirement was 
said to be from a bad knee. In fact, Marshall’s first book, Lakefront Airport, a docu-novel about his time flying for the DEA 
and CIA with Barry Seal, was written in 2003, the year of his retirement. 

Referring to Marshall’s medical records, the Sheriffs press release states, ”His medical records suggested that he also 
suffered from some sort of mental illness, drug dependency, anxiety, and depression” (emphasis added). Were these the 
conclusions of detectives without any medical training to make such determinations or from recognized psychiatric and 
medical professionals? 

The Calaveras County Sheriffs Department, from the outset of its investigation of the Marshall fa mily death, has not 
hidden its absolute disdain for the author. The sheriff, Gary Kuntz, is known as a Tea Party Republican. Marshall, who kept 
his politics low-key, attended two local parties for Barack Obama, one an election party in 2008 and a more recent 
inauguration party in January of this year. The sheriff has shown such a bias against Marshall, who wrote that he believed 
George W. Bush and Dick Cheney were part and parcel of planning and executing the 9/11 attacks, that he and his 
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department have transitioned from the category of incompetent to being possible accessories to the capital crime of a triple 
homicide and the unlawful killing of an animal, the Marshall family pet Shih-tzu ”Suki.” Kuntz’s and his spokesman, Sgt. 
Chris Hewitt, have also demonstrated an unusual reliance on the statements from the family of Marshall’s estranged wife to 
suggest impropriety with regard to the professional relationships of duly-sworn law enforcement officers. 

WMR has discovered that Marshall’s fourth book was concentrating on the training of Saudi nationals, later reported to have 
been among the hijackers of 9/11, at a CIA base long used for clandestine operations dating back to the Iran-contra days. 

The pursuit of this lead led Marshall directly to the involvement of people close to the Bush family. WMR is currently 
pursuing these leads and more information will be forthcoming. 

It is difficult for Marshall’s family to deal with the Calaveras Sheriffs press release on the very weekend they held Phil 
Marshall’s memorial service in Louisiana. Marshall’s mother died last summer. It is clear that Marshall came from a close 
family. Although there is the question of why Marshall, a hard core fan of the New Orleans Saints, would kill himself two 
days before the Super Bowl in New Orleans, there is the larger and much more salient question as to why Marshall would 
subject his father, who helped him leam to fly, to the death of a son and two grandchildren less than a year from the loss of 
his wife. The Calaveras County Sheriff perhaps to consider this point in his zeal to come up with the sketchy motive of 
psychotic behavior brought on by prescription drugs and mental illness. 

In defense of Marshall, WMR, which was present at the service, can relate a story from Marshall’s father, Carl Marshall. 

Phil Marshall became a pilot for Eastern Airlines without the benefit of a college education, something rare in the 1980s. 
However, because of Marshall’s aptitude for flying, he excelled at pilot training conducted by Eastern, United, and 
American Airlines. After Marshall completed a grueling United Airlines training course in Denver on flying jumbo jets, the 
Vice President for training at United, wrote a letter stating that Marshall was the ’’most professional” person he had ever 
met. Marshall scored a phenomenal 91 on a test for which ex-military pilots struggled to achieve the minimum score of 70 
and then, often, on the second and third try. 


This is the first installment of a series of reports. 


Generally, readers are solely responsible for the content of the comments they post on this web 
site. Comments are subject to the site's terms and conditions of use and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion or approval of Wayne Madsen Report.com. Readers whose comments 
violate the terms of use may have their comments removed without notification. Please do not 
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